A synopsis for the patterns of the “’03 Ganaraska Resolution Fly Swap”

#1 – **BONUS FLY** MP’s Root River Special Spey - Tied By Matt Pedersen (MP) – matt@cichlidrecipe.com
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Hook - Daichii 2161 size 1
Body - Olive Antron Yarn
Primary Ribbing - Flat Gold Tinsel
Secondary Rib - Oval Silver Tinsel (fine)
Counter Rib - Fine Copper Ultra Wire
Spey Hackle - Ringneck Pheasant Rump Feather, Dyed Olive
Wing - Cinnamon Turkey Tail
Collar- Olive Guinea Fowl
Thread – Black

Again, continuing to tie up new "fishy" patterns using commonly available (and affordable) materials. The inspiration for the fly came from Rich Brown's comments that "green" is truly the essential magic color on the Root River. Figured I needed a good green spey to swing this spring!

Some TIPS on tying: This pattern takes me about 20 minutes to tie. Tie in all ribbing materials and the antron yarn. Work the antron and thread forward about 2/3, at which point tie in the Spey Hackle (by the butt), work thread forward to collar position and follow with the antron yarn. Then wrap the primary and secondary rib forward and tie down. NOW palmer the spey hackle forward and tie down. AFTER winding the spey hackle I use the copper ultra wire COUNTER WOUND to the front to secure all the materials. I like to dab down a bit of head-cement at this point to ensure everything stays in place.  The rest of the tie is straightforward (collar first, then wing). 

#2 – MP’s Antron Bug – Tied By Matt Pedersen (MP) – matt@cichlidrecipe.com
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Hook - Curved Shank Caddis, size 10 or 12
Tail - extension of the shellback materials (I like Neer Hair)
Body - varies (I've typically been using Neer-Hair) 
Hackle - I typically go brown
Eyes - Plastic Bead Chain or Metal Bead Chain (for a heavy, faster sinking version)
Thread - appropriate color

Another killer pattern that will definitely get put through the paces in the 2003 Spring Run. The traditional Antron Bug is tied on a 6-10 straight shank hook, and utilizes a ginger chenille body and dark brown Antron Yarn Shellback. The Antron Bug was recently cited in a Fly Fishing Magazine as a pattern than out fished Glo-Bugs 7-1.

The main variation I've made to the Antron Bug pattern is to go smaller, size 10-12, on a curved shank. I've also played a lot with the materials to get a fly more to my liking (a size 6 traditional Antron Bug just looks too BIG in my opinion).

What really got me hooked on this fly was its first time in the water; I trailed it as a dropper to a "Coho Killer" wolley in cold December water, sight fishing a female Coho. She completely ignored the wolley, but SLAMMED this tiny Herring/Tan Antron.  This pattern also produced it’s second time out on the water; when everyone else was fishing spawn sacs this winter I got two hits on the FLY in water probably around 34F!

#3 – Winter Caddis – Tied By Mike Gee (LOA) - screwedmachinist@yahoo.com
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A size 12 Caddis variation. Works well for fishing cold water, mid winter chrome. Easy yet effective.

#4 – Waxworm – Tied by Bart Sitarz (Chromeseeker) - bart@kptinc.net
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Note from the swapmiester - Bart suggests fishing this fly late spring as the earlier, older fish are starting to die and decay.

#5 – TLB Black Stonefly Nymph – Tied by Thomas Bender (Tbender or Zonker) - thomas.l.bender@jci.com
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Hook – Mustad C53S (Long Curved Shank Nymph Standard 3X long), Size 14
Thread – Black 8/0
Tail – Canada Goose Biot
Rib – 38 ga. Brass Wire
Body - Black Antron #2 Dark Stone Dubbing
Wing Case – Canada Goose Wing
Thorax – Size 14 Grizzly Hackle

#6 – Crazy Orange Rubber Legs – Tied By Nicholas Keay (Sticky) - nickk@tabin.com
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Hook – Size 6
Thread – Brick Red
Tail – Grizzly Marabou (brown)
Body – Ice/Krystal Chenille (Root Beer)
Hackle – Webby Grizzly Marabou (brown)
”Legs” – Orange Rubber Legs
Eyes – Brass Dazl-Eyes

Clouser-like pattern with Grizzly Marabou Tail and Collar, Ice Chenille body and brass Dazl-Eyes. I'll tie a shortish size 6 though I generally tie it in a size 4 for Smallies. (Note from your “swapmiester” - I totally flipped over these when Nick sent them, I figured this smallie pattern looks awesome for steelies.  I’m going to try this one in the faster, deeper water of the Milwaukee this spring).

#7 – Flashy Pink Bunny – Tied by Mitchell Sewell (Always Hopeful) - jmsewell@copper.net
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A #4 salmon hook with a lovely bushy/flashy streamer in pink to P.O. the males. (Sounds good, no?)

#8 – Golden Stone – Tied by Mike Hawley (atom73) - hawl0006@tc.umn.edu
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Note from the Swapmiester – This looks like it’d also be a great Hex Nymph imitation.  The legs are long to provide a lot of subsurface action, but could be cut for a more natural presentation.  I really like how Mike tied these up.

#9 – Cotton Candy Sucker Spawn – Tied by Dave Beneway (dragfree) - dbflyfish@hotmail.com
[image: image9.jpg]



The fly is a sucker spawn pattern that has taken many spring time Steelies for me.

Hook -- # 10 Daiichi 1120
Thread -- Yellow or Light Cahill Uni 8/0
Tail -- 3-4 strands of Crystal Flash (optional)
Body -- Yellow and Pink Yarn -- from local craft store

Wrap thread on hook shank starting at the eye of the hook, working your way
to the shank.  Tie in crystal flash of choice and trim to ~1/2 inch.  Tie in
a 6 - 8" piece of yarn at hook shank with length of yarn behind hook shank.
Form a small loop with yarn and secure with 2-3 wraps of thread.  Repeat
this 3-4 times as you work your way to the eye of the hook.  At eye of hook,
trim excess and whip finish.

Fish this pattern as any other egg pattern -- Dead drift along the bottom.

#10 – Black Wolley Bugger – Tied by Vance Johnson (aktroutster907) - fish_N_skate@msn.com
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Note from the Swapmiester – This is a pattern we should ALL be familiar with ;)  Thanks Vance!

#11 – Egg Sucking Leach (Pink Ice Chenille Head) – Tied By Joel Meyer (vusteelhead) - joel.meyer@valpo.edu
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Note from the swapmiester – Again, another STANDARD that we should always have on hand.  I had never thought of doing a “mixed media” ESL like this before...mine have always been either entirely chenille or ice-chenille.

Tail – Black marabou

Body – Black Chenille

Hackle – Black

Head – Pink Ice / Crystal Chenille

#12 – Peter’s Antron Bug – Tied by Peter McKatten (PeterM)– peter@infotube.tv
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Note from the swapmiester – This is very close to the traditional Antron Bug (see the next fly) – Peter’s use of the Chartreuse bead eyes really makes this an unusual variation.  I figure these eyes would work in murky water to draw the initial attention to the fly.  

Tail – Same as shellback

Body – Light brown Antron
Hackle – Brown
Shellback – Dark brown Antron

Eyes – Chartreuse Bead Chain

#13 – Antron Bug (the original, traditional pattern) – Tied by Erik Overmyer (Firefly) - overmyererik@msn.com
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Hook - Tiemco #9395 or #3761 size 6

Eyes – 3mm black plastic bead chain

Thread; 3/0 waxed mono cord to match body color,

Tail; Antron yarn, dark brown

Hackle; furnace saddle hackle

Body; black, medium chenille

Shellback; same as tail

Note from the swapmiester – OK, so the traditional antron uses a lighter body color (such as ginger chenille); for all intents and purposes this is basically the real deal, designed to mimic the Mysis Shrimp that steelhead feed on in the lake.  As per my notes on #2 (MP’s Antron) this seems to be a great pattern to fish; perhaps next fall we’ll have to do an Antron Bug Swap!

