A synopsis of patterns for the Xmas Salmon/Steelhead Fly Swap 2002:

Matt Pedersen

aka. mp

matt@cichlidrecipe.com - Chicago, IL

Pattern #1 – Unnamed White Marabou Spey Fly

Body – Silver Tinsel

Wing – White Marabou

Throat – Red Marabou

Thread – Black 6/0

Tag – Red Floss (I use red tags to denote weighted flies)

Weighted – one layer back to front wrap 0.15 lead.

Comments – This is a variation on a streamer pattern I first came across over 10 years ago; it came highly suggested as one of the top producing streamers for Great Lakes Salmon & Trout.  I tied up a whole mess of them and periodically toss them; it just seems that I snag and loose them before I ever get them in front of a fish!

Pattern #2 – Popsicle

Body – Silver Tinsel

Wing / Hackle –Palmer Wrap One Orange Marabou Feather (back), then One Pink Marabou (middle) and finished off with a Purple Marabou

Thread – Black 6/0 (normally this pattern is tied with orange or pink thread, I was out!)

Comments – I picked up a couple of these several months back at the beginning of the Chinook runs and lost them both on FISH.  I finally got the materials to tie my own as the supplier was continually out; therefore this MUST be a hot pattern to fish.  I tied these big (size 2 or 4 I think); I’m looking forward to the 2003 Chinook run, as I’m sure this pattern will come out of my box a lot.

Greg Shick

aka. Hipshot

g.a.schick@att.net - Racine, WI

Pattern #3 – Estaz Egg (assorted colors)

Comments: An egg pattern that has proven to be attractive to steelhead and salmon alike... not to mention lurking browns, too!

Mike Gray

aka. Whatever aka. steelie-slayer

steelie-slayer@earthlink.net - Milwaukee, WI

Pattern #4 - Egg Sucking Stonefly (Chartreuse)

Hook:  Mustad 9672 or equivelent size 8-14

Thrad – Black

Tail Black goose biots tied in v

Abdomen – Peacock herl

Rib – Crystal flash or flashabou

Thorax – Rabbit fur in chartruese, red, pink, orange

Wing – same as tail

Comments - This little beauty appeared in the winter edition of Fly Tier 1999. I tie it on a size 12 Tiemco 200R. The first time I used this pattern the steelies went crazy. It also catches browns extremely well. Good fly for low clear water or slightly stained.

I like to fish this fly on 4-6 lb. tippet in shallow riffles.  It is very effective in clear and slightly stained water.  I used a Tiemco 200R to tie these flies on.  The pattern calls for a 9672 but I like the lighter wire.  I forgot what the name of the material is that I used for the thorax, but you can use anything you want.

Mike Gee

aka. LOA

screwedmachinist@yahoo.com - Wellsburg, NY

Pattern #5 – Sucker Spawn Variation

Comments - This is a Sucker Spawn variation that myself and some friends did extremely well with over the course of last fall-spring.

Steve Promber

aka. steve154

stpro@adelphia.net - Dunkirk, NY

Pattern #6 – Steely Stone Nymph

Comments - This is Ingersoll's Steely Stone nymph. (my most productive Lake Erie nymph to date)

Erik Overmyer

aka. FIREFLY

overmyererik@msn.com - Burlington, MI

Pattern #7 – Skunk

Comments - I was taught it didn't matter what you tied as long as it was this!

Lee Oliver

aka. Steelee

steelee00@hotmail.com - Vero Beach, FL

Pattern #8 – Shaggy Sparrow

Hook – Tiemco 3761, size 6 or 8

Thread – Black

Body – Olive Antron Dubbing

Hackles – Olive Pheasant Rump Feathers

Pattern #9 – Sparkle Shaggy Sparrow

Hook – Tiemco 3761, size 6 or 8

Thread – Black

Body – Olive Ice Sparkle Dubbing

Hackles – Olive Pheasant Rump Feathers

Tying Instructions:

1. Lay body of black thread

2. On rear third of hook shank, palmer in 1 olive pheasant rump feather.

3. on middle third of hook shank, dub in olive dubbing

4. On front third of hook, palmer in 1 olive pheasant rump feather

5. Use thread to make a small head

6. Make several half hitches or whip finish

7. Apply Head Cement

Comments -  This is a variation of a popular fly on the Pere Marquette River that is dynamite for salmon and steelhead.

Thomas Bender

aka. zonker

thomas.l.bender@jci.com - West Bend, WI

Pattern #10 – Purple Silver Dodger Wolley Bugger

Comments - A nice purple wooly bugger with reflective materials through out.

Peter McKatten

aka. PeterM

peter@infotube.tv - Chicago, IL

Pattern #11 – Unnamed Bead Headed Nymph

Comments – I (Matt, your swapmaster) work with Peter in Infotube.  Peter used to be a commercial tier.  When we were talking about this swap, Peter came up with this really neat pattern based off of something he had seen at a local shop.  I’ve fished it several times; unfortunately I’ve actually whipped it off the tippet (‘cause man, it’s got some weight to it!).  I think this pattern could really produce well, as it utilizes a lot of the newer “crystal flash” type materials, which in my opinion lend themselves to some reflection as one might expect on the hard-parts of the exoskeleton of any underwater nymph or insect.

Mark Vanderhoof

aka. MarkNY

markv1975@yahoo.com - Union Springs, NY

Pattern #12 – Artic Fox Tube Spey

Comments - It's a great winter pattern using traditional techniques

Materials:
Hook: Daiichi X-Point X510 size 8(any egg/glo bug hook
2-3x strong with straight eye will work).
Body: 1/2" tube(plastic,aluminum,copper,brass), 3/8"
matching plastic junction tubing(hook holder), wide
holographic tinsel.
Wing: Black Arctic Fox Hair,Purple Arctic Fox Hair,
Silver Flashabou.
Hackle: Purple Guinea
Thread: Black 6/0

Tying Instructions:

Fasten tube to your tube vise.(i use a $20 HMH tube
vise that fastens to my standard vise).
Start thread at front and move thread to back.
Tie in Holo. Tinsel.
Advance thread forward to within 1/8" of front end.
Wrap tinsel forward and tie off. Cut small bunch of
Black A.F. hair and tie in with tips facing back. Tie
in 6-8 strands of flashabou. Tie in another small
bunch of black A.F. hair followed by a bunch of purple
A.F. hair. Smooth head with tying thread. Tie in
guinea hackle at butt and make 3-4 turns. Tie off and
make head.

Tom Smietana

aka. Luca Brazzi

smietana@buffalo.edu - Cheektowaga, NY

Pattern #13 – Steeler Sucker Spawn

Hook – Eagle Claw Bronze Wideband Size 10 (L042F-10)

Thread – Orange 3/0 or any heavy duty thread

Body – Off-white, 4 ply yarn (I used Pop’N Yarn – found it at Wal-Mart)

1. Tie on, cover hook with thread to barb and return to 1/8” from hook eyelet

2. Cut 6” length of yarn from skein.  Starting at one end, pull apart and separate into two 2-ply curled pieces.  One 2-ply piece will be used for each fly.

3. Tie in yarn at front of fly.  Using the curls of the yarn as a guide, loop the yarn toward the rear of the hook in approximately ½” length increments.  They will form ¼” loops.  Wrap thread twice in between each loop.

4. Continue making loops to the back of the hook, 6 loops down the side of the hook facing away from you.

5. At the rear of the hook, wrap thread 3 times and return toward the front of the hook, making 5 loops on your side of the hook.  Single wrap the thread between loops when working toward the front and whip finish.

Comments – A sample of this particular version was given to me 6 years ago, when I began tying, by a old-timer named Bernie from Pittsburgh (hence the name).  He befriended me on a NY stream after landing trout after trout.  I still have his original.  This pattern remains my #1 producer for steelhead and browns. (Tom was nice enough to toss in some yarn so you could all try tying your own!).

This is a VERY EASY pattern to tie, and it can easily be adapted to different hook sizes and different color yarns and thread.  I tie a smaller version using a size 10 Mustad Egg Hook (#9523) with a total of 5 or 6 loops, which is equally effective.

A note from your swapmaster:

Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas to everyone!  I had a blast doing this swap even though we only ended up with 11/12 submissions arriving in time.  I have the other set of flies for this tier; if his flies show up I’ll mail them all on to you!

It looks like we got a TON of good, unique flies, and I’ve been resisting the temptation to fish them before Xmas!  I hope you all enjoy this little package we put together, and I invite you all to swap again the next time around!

Fair Hooks, Tight Lines, Melted Drags, and Lost of Rain and Warm Weather for the New Year!

Matt (MP)

